
  

Kronenwetter Village Board Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

  November 22, 2016    

 
 
 
1.    Call meeting to order  

President Voll called the November 22, 2016, Village Board meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

1.1. Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board, staff, and audience members recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
1.2. Roll Call 

Board members present:  President Chris Voll, Trustee Geri Kowalski, Trustee Dan Lesniak, Trustee Christopher Eiden, 
Trustee Ken Pozorski, and Trustee Jason Holmes 
Board members absent:  Trustee Judy Nitschke 
Staff members present:  Richard Downey, Village Administrator; Joanne Ruechel, Deputy-Village Clerk; Emily Ley, Finance 
Director/Treasurer; Randy Fifrick Community Development Director; Dan Joling, Police Chief;  Terry McHugh, Lieutenant 
Police Chief 
 

1.3. Announcement of closed session 
Voll announced that the Board would convene into closed session later in the meeting. 

 
2. Public Comment: 

Dan Joling, 2400 North Road, Kronenwetter, spoke about the pending study of departments within the Village of Kronenwetter.  He 
asked the Board to do it as soon as possible and to go forward fairly. 
 
Danica Szekeress, 1977 Friendship Lane, Kronenwetter, spoke about her concerns with her neighbor’s solid fuel fire heating 
device.  She brought in multiple medications that her family takes due to breathing issues which is made worse by the smoke from 
the device.  She feels let down by the Board and does not feel like she’s being heard. 
 
Andy Szekeress, 1977 Friendship Lane, Kronenwetter, is questioning why his neighbors no longer need a conditional use permit 
for the solid fuel fire heating device.  The new zoning code allows them to have the device with no conditional use permit needed.  
He’s wondering how the Board is going to handle this conflict. 
 
Lance Hewuse, 1955 Friendship Lane, Kronenwetter, stated that the solid fuel fire heating device is next to his shop and most of 
the time his 2 acres are full of smoke.  He’s not able to use his air exchange unit in his house because of the smoke.  He also does 
not feel like anyone on the Board is listening to his concerns. 

 
3. Refinancing presentation by Brian Della from PFM 

Brian Della from PFM gave a brief overview of the sale of the notes that was done today.  Instead of the sale being for $955,000, 
the notes were sold for $950,000 with the winning bid being from Bankers Bank of Madison.  The winning bid was for 1.42% 
interest.   

 
4. Resolution No. 2016-033; Resolution Authorizing The Issuance And Sale Of $955,000 General Obligation Promissory 

Notes, Series 2016b 
Motion by Kowalski/Pozorski to approve Resolution No. 2016-033; Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of $950,000 
General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2016b.  Motion carried on a roll call vote 6:0. 

 
5. Consideration of Motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. §19.85(1)(g), in order to confer with legal 

counsel for the Village who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the Village with 
respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved – to wit Timber Creek Crossing Subdivision Covenants and 
Dean Prohaska and Consideration of Motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. §19.85(1)(c) for 
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consideration of employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over 
which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility – to wit new Police Chief contract negotiations. 
Motion by Lesniak/Holmes to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. §19.85(1)(g), in order to confer with legal counsel 
for the Village who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the Village with respect to litigation in 
which it is or is likely to become involved – to wit Timber Creek Crossing Subdivision Covenants and Dean Prohaska and 
Consideration of Motion to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. §19.85(1)(c) for consideration of employment, 
promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility – to wit new Police Chief contract negotiations.  Motion carried by a roll call vote 6:0. 

  
       The Board convened into closed session at 6:29 p.m.  Downey, and Fifrick were invited into closed session. 
  
6. Consideration of Motion to reconvene into open session  

Motion by Eiden/Holmes to reconvene into open session.  Motion carried on a roll call vote 6:0 
The Board reconvened into open session at 7:32 p.m. 
 

7. Discussion and Action:  Timber Creek Crossing Subdivision Covenants and Dean Prohaska 
Motion by Kowalski/Homes to take no action.  Motion carried on a voice vote 6:0.  

 
8. Discussion and Action:  Police Chief contract 

Motion by Lesniak/Pozorski to continue negotiations on the Police Chief Contract.  Motion carried on a voice vote 6:0. 
 
9. Acknowledgement of Reports from Staff and Vendors   

9.1. Community Development/Zoning Administrator  
Fifrick stated that the Village Creek Crossing gas station is due to open at the beginning of next month.  The Board discussed with 
Fifrick how many lots are still for sale by the Village.  Fifrick said that two lots were recently sold to a new developer and that 
developer may be interested in more lots in the future.  The Board thanked Fifrick for his report. 

 
10. Consent Agenda 

10.1. Approval of November 9, 2016 Village Board minutes 
10.2. September 2016 Treasurer’s Report 
10.3. October 2016 Treasurer’s Report 
10.4. Operator “Bartender” License Application – Sheila Kuhnert 
10.5. Equipment Disposal 
Motion by Eiden/Kowalski to approve the consent agenda as amended with the removal of 10.5 Equipment Disposal.  Motion 
carried on a roll call vote 6:0. 
 
The Board discussed the how the Village determines a monetary value before they place items on the website for sale.  They also 
questioned how the Fire Department could dispose of the old gator before they purchased a new one.    Downey handed out a 
sheet that listed several items that the Fire Department would like to sell.  He just received this list from the Fire Department 
recently.  The Board discussed putting the items from the list that was just received from the Fire Department on the agenda for 
the next Village Board meeting.  They feel that they didn’t have time to research and determine what to do with these items. 
Motion by Kowalski/Lesniak to direct the Village Administrator to dispose of the two listed items.  Motion carried on a voice vote 
6:0. 
 

11. Unfinished Business 
11.1. Administrative Policy Committee recommendation on bonus and merit pay 
Downey recommended that the Board set this issue aside because of the current budget situation. 

 
12. New Business 

12.1. Resolution No.: 2016-015; Fire Fighters and First Responders Compensation 
It was explained by Downey that this would change the wage scale for meetings attended by the Fire Fighters and First 
Responders.  As of right now, if a meeting would go long, the Fire Fighters and First Responders would not even be making 
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minimum wage.  The Fire Fighters and First Responders would be paid at $10.50 per hour to attend meetings.  This would be 
effective January 1, 2017. 
Motion by Eiden/Voll to adopt Resolution No 2016-015 as presented.  Motion carried on a roll call vote 6:0. 

 
12.2. Possible cancellation of December 27, 2016 Village Board meeting 
Downey explained that in previous years, the second Board meeting would fall between Christmas and New Year’s and typically 
that meeting has been cancelled.   
Motion by Lesniak/Eiden to cancel the December 27, 2016 Village Board meeting, but for the Village Board members to leave the 
date of December 27, 2016 open in case they need to have a meeting.  Motion carried on a voice vote 6:0. 

 
12.3. Police Lieutenant Personnel Requisition 
Downey spoke to the Village Board regarding the Lieutenant’s position which will be vacant when our current Lieutenant McHugh 
becomes the Police Chief.  The Administrative Policy Committee (APC) reviewed this request and after some discussion they 
recommended that the Village Board approve this personnel requisition as presented.  The Village Board then discussed whether 
or not this positon should be exempt or non-exempt.  It was decided to keep it as a non-exempt position. 
Motion by Voll/Eiden to approve the personnel requisition as presented.    Motion carried on a roll call vote 6:0. 

 
12.4. Ordinance No.:  16-24; Zoning Change Request – Jeremy Hunt request for 3 acres along Lane Road from RR-2 to RR-5  
Motion by Lesniak/Pozorski to approve of the zoning change request of Jeremy Hunt to rezone approximately 3 acres of property 
along Lane Road in the SW ¼ of the SE ¼ Section 7, T27N, R8E from Rural Residential 2 (RR-2) Zoning District to Rural 
Residential 5 (RR-5) Zoning District with the condition that the Certified Survey Map be approved and recorded within six months, 
and to accept the findings of fact set forth in the Staffs Report.  Motion carried by a roll call vote 6:0. 
 
12.5. Review of Village park ordinances 
Fifrick stated that the Ordinances for the Village Parks need to be updated.  Fifrick said that this is just a draft for the Village Board 
and he would like the Village Board to send this Ordinance back to Community Life and Public Safety Committee (CLPS) and that 
once CLPS is done with it, they would recommend any changes to the Village Board at that time. 
Motion by Lesniak/Eiden to refer this item back to the CLPS Committee.  Motion carried on a voice vote 6:0. 

 
12.6. Review of Village sign ordinances 
The Supreme Court recently ruled that all signs must be content neutral.  Fifrick stated that the draft of the Sign Ordinance reflects 
some of these changes to better comply with the content neutral decision. 
Motion by Voll/Kowalski to direct staff to prepare a Sign Code Ordinance to bring back to the Plan Commission.  Motion carried on 
a voice vote 6:0. 

 
13. Adjournment  

Motion by Kowalski/Holmes to adjourn.  Motion carried on a voice vote 6:0. 
 
The Board adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted on: December 1, 2016 
By: Joanne Ruechel, Deputy-Village Clerk  
Approved:  December 13, 2016 

 
 


